
NESPA 2008 Design Awards Competition Official Entry Form 

 
A completed entry form must accompany each entry.  You may make as many copies of the form as 
you need – any reproduction of the form that is completely legible is acceptable.  All information 
requested must be provided except where such request is labeled optional.  Note: Where metric 
measurements are used, please identify the unit (i.e. meter, liter). 
 
Please type or print carefully to ensure accuracy in entry processing, on award plaques and in 
promotion of winners. 
Category #: ___________________________   Date Project Completed: _______________ 
(Include category name and number) 
 
1. General Shape of installation (i.e., Kidney, Roman-ended, etc.): ___________________________ 

2. Does this installation comply with ANSI/NSPI or ANSI/APSP approved standards?    q  Yes     qNo 

3. Has this installation been submitted previously in the Region I or NESPA Design Awards 
Competition?   qYes   qNo            If yes, did it win an award?   qYes   qNo 

  
4. A. For pools, please indicate: 
 Type of Construction: (check one and list manufacturer when applicable) 

qConcrete __________________________ qAboveground: ________________________ 
qVinyl-lined: ________________________ qOther: ______________________________ 
qFiberglass: ________________________ 

 Length/width dimensions: ______________________________________________________ 
 Minimum depth: _______________________  Area of water surface: ____________________ 

Maximum depth: ______________________  Capacity in gallons or liters: ________________ 
 
     B. For hot tub/spas, please indicate: 
 Type of Construction: (check one and list manufacturer when applicable) 
   qPortable Hot Tub: ___________________    qConcrete Spa _______________________ 

qHot Tub Shell: ______________________    qSpa Built w/Pool _____________________ 
qSwim Spa: _________________________    qVinyl Liner Spa ______________________ 

 Length/width dimensions: _______________     Depth: ______________________________ 
 
5.  Pool/hot tub/spa/water feature installed for: 
      qResidence   qApartment/Condominium   qHotel/Motel   qHealth Club   qMunicipality   

qOther ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. Check all of the features, equipment and accessories that apply to entry, and list manufacturer of 
each item: 
qHeater (HT): _______________________  qAuto. Systems (AS): ___________________ 
qPump (PP): _______________________   qAuto. Pool Cover (AC): _________________ 
qFilter (FL): ________________________ qWater Feature(s) (WF): ________________ 
qTile-interior (TI): ____________________ qScreened Enclosure (SE): ______________ 
qInterior Finish (FN): _________________ qDeck (DK): __________________________ 
qFiberoptics (F): _____________________ qGazebo (GZ): ________________________ 
qIn-pool Clean. System (IC): ___________ qOther: ______________________________ 
qCustom Safety Cover (CSC) __________________________________________________ 

7. If there are any unique engineering, design, or construction details of the project, please place the 
project description in the corresponding CD folder of the project.  Keep your description to 50 



words or less.  Reminder: In your description do NOT indicate location of installation, company 
name, product names or location of company. 

Please complete the following section.  This information is confidential and will not be released to the 
judging panel.  It will be for entry processing only. 
 

8. Company submitting entry and NESPA Membership #: __________________________________ 

9. Are you the primary pool/spa builder/installer?   q Yes   qNo 

If not, please state here the services for which you received payment on this project, and list name 
and address of primary builder/installer on a separate sheet. _____________________________ 

 
10. Please list additional companies involved in project on separate sheet.  Be sure to include the 

company name, NESPA membership number (if applicable), address, and phase of project in 
which they were involved (e.g., design, landscaping, etc.) 

 
11. Location of installation: __________________________________________________________ 

12. For non-residential projects, organization for which built: ________________________________  

Individual submitting entry – please read the following carefully and sign below. 
 

I hereby affirm that the information provided on this form is true to the best of my knowledge and I 
have secured from the owner of the entry his/her permission to use the submitted photograph for all 
purposes related in any way to NESPA Design Awards Competitions, including but not limited to 
videotapes and slide presentations, which may be loaned or sold by NESPA for general promotional 
usage (and understand that such use need not identify or acknowledge the entrant) and I release 
NESPA from any obligation to the entrant.  I further affirm that this installation was built in accordance 
with all provisions: 
 
 q Current, applicable ANSI/NSPI or ANSI/APSP approved standards. 

q Where applicable, all mandatory design codes or regulations enacted by a government 
having jurisdiction over the site of the installation. 

 
I have read, I understand and I agree to abide by all the Rules and Regulations pertaining to the 
NESPA Design Awards.  I understand that, if a qualified, independent third party review determines 
and verifies that an installation which won an award does not comply with applicable ANSI/NSPI or 
ANSI/APSP approved standards, that award may be revoked, in which case the company will not be 
allowed to use the NESPA Design Awards Logo, and will not be allowed to enter the NESPA Design 
Award Competition for a period of two years. 
 
Signature: ________________________________________________________________________ 
Name of Principal (please print): ______________________________________________________ 
Company Name: ________________________________________ NESPA Member #: __________ 
Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 
City: __________________________________________ State: ______________ Zip: ___________ 
Phone #: __________________________________ Fax #: _________________________________ 
 
Enclose entry fee payable to NESPA - $70 per entry – Deadline Date: September 19, 2008. 
$85 per entry – Deadline Date: October 3, 2008.  No entries will be accepted after October 3rd.. 

Mail with entry fee to: 2008: Design Awards Competition - Northeast Spa & Pool Association 
6B South Gold Drive, Hamilton, NJ  08691 (phone): 609-689-9111 (fax): 60-689-9110 
 

LAST DEADLINE FOR ENTRY:  Oct. 3, 2008 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last year we surveyed all of our members and the response 
was overwhelming to change the date of the competition to 
give everyone more time to prepare.  You spoke, and NESPA 
listened.  This year, the deadline to enter the competition has 
been moved back to October 3r d with an early bird special at a 
reduced rate available by September 19th.  This is nearly two 
months later in the year than in previous years and after the 
summer building season, well into autumn to take those photo 
images of your projects.  We have some other new rules to 
make the competition more accessible to all of our members.  
Please read on for some other significant changes. 
 

NEW FOR 2008 
Beginning this year, NO photo prints will be accepted.  All 
photo images must be digital and submitted on a CD.  
Any and all descriptions must also be submitted on the 
CD. 
• Please submit each entry; with all views of each entry, 

in its own folder on the CD.  (e.g.  If you have an entry 
in class Residential Concrete Pool – Freeform 600 sq. 
ft. or less, label the folder as Class 01-A with views 
labeled as view 1, view 2, view 3, etc.) 

• If you have more than one entry in the same class, 
please label folders as follows: Class 01-A, Class 01-B, 
etc., with views labeled as view 1, view 2, view 3 in 
each folder. 

• Entry form must correspond to folder labeled on CD.  
(e.g. Class 01-A on folder and form). 

• If multiple CD’s are required, please make sure all 
corresponding forms are attached to correct CD. 

• All images must be horizontal. 
• The deadline dates have been changed to give 

everyone more time to take pictures.  Early deadline 
date is September 19th with a final deadline date of 
October 3rd. No entries will be accepted after October 
3rd. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENTRY FEE & DEADLINE DATES 
• A non-refundable entry fee of $70 per entry if submitted by 

September 19, 2008. 
• A non-refundable entry fee of $85 per entry if submitted  

between Sept. 20th and October 3 rd. 
• No entries will be accepted after  October 3 rd.   
• Please make checks made payable to NESPA (Northeast 

Spa & Pool Association) must accompany the entry form.  
If a member submits more than one entry, one check may 
be submitted to cover total fees for all entries. 

 
ELIGIBILITY 
• All installations must have been completed during the five -

year (60-month) period prior to entry deadline (except for 
Classic entries). 

• An installation may not be entered in more than one 
category (#’s 1 through 33) in any given year. 

• An installation may be resubmitted in subsequent 
competition if it meets the above eligibility and has not won 
an award in a previous year (except Classis class). 

• Entries in the Custom Safety Cover & Automatic Covers 
w/wo Tracks that has won an award in a previous year 
may be resubmitted in the proper pool category without 
the cover. 

• All entrants must be members of NESPA and only a 
builder/installer or designer/consultant who receives 
payment from the consumer as a dealer/contractor or 
subcontractor shall be eligible to enter and receive an 
award. 

• A manufacturer or distributor may submit entries on behalf 
of a NESPA member dealer/builder/installers or other 
entities, but the recognition shall be given to the 
dealer/builder/installer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Northeast Spa & Pool Association 
Design Awards Competition  
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ENTRIES 
• A completed entry blank must be submitted with each 

entry.  Any reproduction of the entry blank that is 
completely legible is acceptable.  All information requested 
must be provided except where labeled optional. 

 
PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 
Each entry must contain the following: 
• Completed entry form. 
• Fee of $70 by 9/16 & $85 by 10/3 per entry. 
• Please submit each entry; with all views of each entry, in 

its own folder on the CD.  (e.g. Class 01-A with views 
labeled as view 1, view 2, view 3, etc.) 

• If you have more than one entry in the same class, please 
label folders as follows: Class 01-A, Class 01-B, etc., with 
views labeled as view 1, view 2, view 3 in each folder. 

• Entry form must correspond to folder labeled on CD.  (e.g. 
Class 01-A on folder and form). 

• If multiple CD’s are required, please make sure all 
corresponding forms are attached to correct CD. 

• Each photo must be in high resolution – 300 pixels per 
inch/12 pixels per mm or higher – and at least 6.5 
inches/165 mm by 10 inches/254mm, in high quality jpg 
format.  Digital cameras can be set to automatically take 
pictures at this size and resolution. 

• If you are scanning a photo print, or using a photo that has 
been saved in another format (such as PSD), select Save 
As: JPG, and select the highest image quality/largest 
file. 

• Each image must show a different view of the project. 
• Make sure each of the two main views is an image of the 

whole project.  The main views should not be an image of 
just a detail of the project.  If you would like to depict of 
detail of the project, submit that image as an extra view. 

• All images must be horizontal . 
 
NOTE:  If unusual site conditions require more than two 
views to fully depict the installation, additional views (up to a 
total of 3) may be submitted.  

When submitting entries using “night” view images, 
at least one “day” view image must be included with  entry. 

Images & project explanations must not be 
identified.  No names or addresses, including that of the 
photographer or submitting company, may appear on 
any of the images or project explanations.  

The images are used for judging and for publicity 
purposes. All entries and accompanying images become 
the property of NESPA.  

 
 
 
 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS 
• Is there clutter around the pool, hot tub or water feature? 

Is the water clear of debris? Is the patio furniture clean and 
well-placed? Is there anything you can add to the area to 
make it more presentable? 

• Make sure the pool and spa is clean inside and out, and 
the surrounding area is neat. Keep equipment and toys out 
of the photo. 

• The image should exclude and electrical wires, telephone 
poles, trees, fences, etc., which might block the view of the 
installation. 

• Some slight digital correction may be necessary; for 
example, to reveal what otherwise might be hidden in too-
dark shadows. However, moderate to extensive alteration 
should be avoided. Installations may not be stretched, 
squeezed, altered in color, etc. 

• There should be no food, no alcoholic beverages, no 
company logos or names and no people in any of the 
images. 

• Make sure each of the two main views is an image of the 
whole project.  The main views should not be an image of 
just a detail of the project.   If wanting to depict a detail of 
the project, submit that image as an extra view. 

 
PURPOSE 
The purpose of this competition is to: 
• Recognize and reward NESPA members whose 

installation of pools, spas, hot tubs and water features 
represents the judging panel’s best evaluation of the most 
beautiful examples of the industry’s products. 

• Provide other members of the association with showcase 
examples of installations that will stimulate their own 
creativity and innovation. 

• Create an opportunity for winning contestants to use this 
recognition as a marketing tool in their own sales efforts. 

• Expand positive industry exposure to the public. 
 
AWARDS 
• At the judges’ discretion, any number of the following 

awards may be presented in each class of entry: 
• Gold Award – First Place 
• Silver Award – Second Place 
• Bronze Award – Third Place 

• All Place awards will be a wooden plaque containing a 
color print of the winning installation along with the 
winner’s name.  Awards of Merit may also be awarded.  
One entry will be selected as Best of Competition.  Special 
Judges’ Awards may be awarded at the discretion of the 
judging panel.  The “Outstanding Achievement in Design 
and Building” will be judged independently of all other 
classes and has its own set of criteria requiring additional 
documentation to accompany each entry (see page 5). 

 



JUDGING 
• Judging for classes 1 through 33 will focus primarily on the 

aesthetic features of the installation, including any 
adjacent decking, landscaping or other amenities that are 
clearly part of the installation environment and the 
harmony created. 

• Photographically observable factors, such as 
workmanship, soundness of design and safety measures 
required by existing standards, will also be considered by 
the judging panel.  Any entry which does not include the 
entrant’s affirmation of conformance with applicable 
building standards or any applicable mandatory design or 
building code of a Government having jurisdiction over the 
installation site cannot be considered in the judging. 

• The use of people in photographs is discouraged.  Entries 
depicting use of any alcoholic beverages or illegal drugs 
are not eligible for any award. 

• Judges will not know the names of entrants; all entries will 
be identified only by number.  Each entrant agrees to  
accept the judging panel’s decision as final.  The judging 
panel may combine or eliminate classes at its discretion if 
insufficient entries are received, only if the entries in those 
classes can be assigned to another category. 

• Industry judges will not be permitted to submit entries. 
• Members of the judging panel are chosen to be 

representative in their taste and knowledge and may 
include members of the pool and spa industry and 
individuals from the fields of landscaping, business, 
government and the arts.  The judging panel shall be 
advised of each entrant’s compliance with building 
standards.  No awards will be given to any entries 
obviously not in compliance with standards. 

 
LIMITATIONS/HOLD HARMLESS 
• By virtue of making application, all entrants agree to 

observe completely the “Guidelines for the Use of the 
NESPA Design Award” and its logo. 

• All entrants recognize that the NESPA Design Awards 
Competition is essentially an aesthetic competition and 
agree that they will make no assertion or advertising with 
respect to the award which would tend to indicate that 
design soundness or safety considerations in the 
competition are evaluated in any manner. 

• NESPA makes no affirmations or certifications nor does it 
render any opinion with respect to the design soundness 
or safety of any entries or award winners, nor as to 
whether any entry or any award-winning installation 
conforms in any respect with any ANSI/NSPI or 
ANSI/APSP Minimum Recommended Standard or any 
other applicable government code or regulation.  All 
entrants recognize that the only affirmations of compliance 
with any standard, code or regulations are those made by 

the entrants themselves, and entrants or winners will make 
no representations to the contrary. 

• By virtue of making application, all entrants agree to waive 
any right of action against NESPA for any loss, which 
might be related directly to participation in the NESPA 
Design Awards Competition, or denial thereof.  Further, 
entrants agree to hold NESPA harmless as to any loss, 
which might be related directly to participation in the 
Design Awards Competition, or denial thereof. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Residential Concrete Pools 
1. Freeform:  Combination of straight lines and/or 

curves or combination thereof, 600 sq. ft. or less of 
water surface area (excluding steps).  Category 
includes kidney-shaped pools. 

2. Freeform:  Combination of straight lines and/or 
curves or combination thereof, 601 sq. ft. or more of 
water surface area (excluding steps).  Category 
includes kidney-shaped pools. 

3. Traditional:  Roman-ended, rectangle, oval, Grecian, 
600 sq. ft. or less of water surface (excluding steps). 

4. Traditional:  Roman ended, rectangle, oval, Grecian, 
601 sq. ft. or more of water surface area (excluding 
steps). 

5. Geometric:  Straight lines and angles, and/or radius 
curves i.e. L and Lazy L, 600 sq. ft. or less of water 
surface area (excluding steps). 

6. Geometric:  Straight lines and angles, and/or radius 
curves i.e. L and Lazy L, 601 sq. ft. or more of water 
surface area (excluding steps). 

7. Natural:  i.e. Woods, desert, mountain or rock setting 
with natural and/or artificial water and/or landscape 
features, any shape or design, 600 sq. ft. or less of 
water surface area (excluding steps). 

8. Natural:  i.e. Woods, desert, mountain or rock setting 
with natural and/or artificial water and/or landscape 
features, any shape or design, 601 sq. ft. or more of 
water surface area (excluding steps). 

 

Residential Vinyl-Lined Pools 
9. Freeform:  Combination of straight lines and/or 

curves or combination thereof, 600 sq. ft. or less of 
water surface area (excluding steps).  Category 
includes kidney-shaped pools. 

10. Freeform:  Combination of straight lines and/or 
curves or combination thereof, 601 sq. ft. or more of 
water surface area (excluding steps). Category 
includes kidney-shaped pools. 

11. Traditional:  Roman-ended, rectangle, oval, Grecian, 
600 sq. ft. or less of water surface (excluding steps). 

12. Traditional:  Roman ended, rectangle, oval, Grecian, 
601 sq. ft. or more of water surface (excluding steps). 

13. Geometric:  Straight lines and angles, and/or radius 
curves i.e. L and Lazy L (excluding steps). 

14. Natural:  i.e. Woods, desert, mountain or rock setting 
with natural and/or artificial water and/or landscape 
features, any shape or design. 

 

Miscellaneous Pool Categories 
15. Residential Aboveground/Onground Package 

Pools: Any size, shape.  May or may not have added 
accessories/equipment (e.g., decking, heater, etc.) 

16. Residential Fiberglass Pools:  Includes pools of 
one-piece fiberglass shell, as well as pools with 
fiberglass and/or metal walls and concrete or rolled 
glass floor. 

17. Residential Pools with Automatic Covers with 
and/or without Tracks:  Any type of construction.  
Three views of the pool must be submitted.  Two 
views must show the pool completely covered, and 
one additional view must show the pool uncovered.   

18. Custom Safety Cover Installation: Installation of a 
custom safety cover on an existing pool. Any type of 
construction. Three views of the pool must be 
submitted.  Two views must show the pool 
completely covered, and one additional view must 
show the pool uncovered.  

19. Pools with a Vanishing Edge:  Any shape, design, 
or size or type of construction.  Water feature detail in 
which water flows over the edge of at least one of the 
pool walls and is collected in a catch basin. 

20. Residential Interior Pools:  Any type of construction 
or size.  Must be enclosed in a permanent structure 
that permits year-round, all-season use. 

21. Pool Renovations:  Any type of construction, any 
type of pool.  “Before” and “After” photographs must 
be submitted.  Photographs taken during renovation 
are not acceptable as “Before” photos. At least 2 
photos of “Before” must be submitted. 

22. Semipublic Pools: Any type of construction or size.  
Country, cabana and beach clubs, hotel/motel and 
apartment/condominium pools and any other 
nonresidential pool with limited or membership 
admission. 

23. Public Swimming Pools:  Any type of construction 
or size.  Constructed for competitive swimming 
and/or recreational use.  Includes water parks. 

24. Classic Residential Pools:  Any residential 
swimming pool, regardless of size and type of 
construction, built at least 10 years prior to deadline 
that has not had any cosmetic changes or 
modernization’s that would otherwise qualify it in the 
“Pool Renovations” category.  The date pool was 
finished must accompany entry.  Installations that 
won awards in previous years are eligible. 

 
 

CLASSES FOR SWIMMING POOL ENTRIES 
POOLS BUILT IN THE GEOGRAPHIC TERRITORY OF NESPA 

 



Hot Tubs, Spas & Water Features 
25. Portable Hot Tubs:  Self-contained units with 

hydromassage jets that are manufactured from 
prefabricated materials at a factory.  Units are made 
of acrylic or thermoplastic shell and are surrounded 
by a cabinet that houses the controls, the pump, 
heater and filter.  Portable hot tubs can be moved to 
another location and reinstalled. 

26. Hot Tub Shells:  Units are made of an acrylic or 
thermoplastic shell, but the pump, heater and filter 
are not an integral part of the unit – they are located 
separately.  This type of hot tub is permanent once 
installed. 

27. Concrete Spas:  Not attached to a swimming pool.  
Permanently installed units with hydromassag e jets 
that are constructed out of concrete (gunite, 
shotcrete, etc.).  Includes residential and 
semipublic/public installations. 

28. Vinyl Lined Spas: Not attached to a swimming pool. 
Permanently installed units with hydromassage jets 
that are constructed into vinyl lined material. Includes 
residential and semipublic/public installations. 

29. Spas Built in Conjunction w/Swimming Pools:  
Permanently installed units with hydromassage jets 
that are constructed out of any material and 
attached to a pool.  The pool portion of the 
installation cannot have been submitted in a previous 
year’s competition, nor can it be entered in the 
current year’s competition. One view must be of 
entire project (spa and pool). 

30. Swim Spas:  Hot tub or spa that has swim jets in a 
portion of the vessel.  Can be manufactured from 
prefabricated materials at a factory or constructed out 
of concrete (gunite, shotcrete, etc.). 

31.  Residential Water Features:  A non-bathing entity 
such as fountains and atriums (not including 
Residential Water Features-Natural), not 
connected or part of a swimming pool, and used only 
for aesthetic purposes.  

32. Residential Water Features – Natural: A non-
bathing entity such as a pond, creek or lagoon with a 
woods, desert, mountain or rock setting with natural 
and/or artificial water and/or landscape features, not 
connected or part of a swimming pool, and used only 
for aesthetic purposes. 

33. Commercial Water Features:  A non-bathing entity 
such as fountains and atriums, not connected or part 
of a swimming pool, and used only for aesthetic 
purposes. Business name and location must be 
given. 

 
 

“Outstanding Achievement in Design 
and Building” Competition 
 

100. “Outstanding Achievement in Design and      
          Building”–CONCRETE 
101. “Outstanding Achievement in Design and 
          Building”–VINYL LINER/FIBERGLASS 
 

These two categories are for any type of swimming pool, 
hot tub, spa or water feature.  In addition to the entry 
form, entry fee and  two main views of the project, 
entrants in this class must provide: 
 

• A 250-500 word written description of the project, 
placed in project folder on CD.  Description must not 
have any brand names or location of the project. 

• One image of the entire equipment pad. 
• One image each, of three different details, taken 

during construction.  These details should illustrate 
either a high degree of difficulty, detail or interest.  
Each photograph should be appropriately captioned. 

• One image each, of three different details, taken after 
construction.  These details should illustrate either a 
high degree of difficulty, detail or interest. 

• A design sketch of the entry. 
• Any additional drawings (such as shop drawings, field 

drawings, sectional or detail drawings) which the 
entrant feels will further describe the level of 
achievement of the entry. 

• Entries in categories 100 and 101 may also be 
entered in the “regular competition” under the 
appropriate class.  Please submit all above-
mentioned materials with an extra copy of your entry 
form and an additional $70 entry fee if submitted by 
September 19th and $85 per entry between 
September 20th and October 3rd, if you wish to enter 
in both competitions.  No entries will be accepted after 
October 3 rd. 



GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
Used To Define Entry Categories 
 
 
 
 
·  Aboveground/Onground Swimming Pool  – A removable pool of any 

shape that can be readily disassembled or stored and reassembled.  
 
·  Automatic Safety Cover  – A power cover with  or without  tracks that can 

be operated by a key or by an electronically controlled electric motor.  
 
·  Classic Residential Pool  – A pool ten or more years old that has not had 

any significant cosmetic changes, accessory add-ons or modernizations.  
 
·  Concrete Spa – A permanently installed u nit with hydromassage jets that 

is constructed out of concrete (gunite, shotcrete, etc.).  May or may not be 
attached to a pool.  

 
·  Custom Safety Cover  – A cover that has been designed for any type of 

pool, spa or water feature design that conforms to  ASTM standards.  This 
type of c over does not require power.  

 
·  Fiberglass Pool  – Includes pools made of a one-piece shell, as well as 

pools with fiberglass and/or metal walls and concrete or rolled glass floor.  
 
·  Freeform  – Refers to a style of design that combines  curves and/or straight 

lines to form the pools shape.  
 
·  Geometric  – Refers to a style of design that combines straight lines and 

angles, and/or radius curves to form the pool’s shape.  
 
·  Hot Tub  – A unit with hyromassage jets that is manufactured from 

prefabricated materials at a factory.  Hot tubs may be “portable” or 
“shells”.  

 
·  Portable Hot Tub  – Surrounded by a cabinet that houses the controls, 

the pump, heater and filter.  Portable hot tubs can be moved to another 
location and reinstalled.  

 
·  Hot Tub Shells  – Made of an acrylic or thermoplastic shell, this type of 

hot tub is permanent once installed.  The pump, heater and filter are 
located separately – they are not an integral part of the unit.  

 



• Natural – Refers to a pool of any shape or design that incorporates a 
natural setting (e.g., woods, desert, or mountain setting) and natural or 
“natural-looking” water features (e.g., rock waterfalls, streambeds, koi 
ponds). 

 
• Pool Renovation – An installation that has undergone cosmetic changes, 

accessory add-ons or modernizations.  Includes both residential and 
commercial installations. 

 
• Public Pool – Open to the public and constructed for recreational use 

and/or competitive swimming.  Includes water parks. 
 
• Semipublic Pool – Nonresidential pool such as a pool built for a 

hotel/motel or apartment complex. 
 
• Swim Spa – Hot tub or spa that has swim jets in a portion of the vessel.  

Can be manufactured from prefabricated materials at a factory or 
constructed out of concrete (gunite, shotcrete, etc.) 

 
• Traditional – Refers to pools with the following shapes: “rectangle”, 

Roman-ended”, “Grecian-ended”, “Oval”. 
 
• Vanishing Edge – Water feature detail in which water flows over the edge 

of at least one of the pool walls and is collected in a catch basin. 
 
• Vinyl-lined Pool & Spa – Installation which features a vinyl liner which 

forms the finish on the wall frame and floor. 
 
• Water Feature – Nonbathing entity such as a fountain or an atrium, not 

connected to or part of a swimming pool, used only aesthetic purposes. 


